
Canada-Ontario Farm
Stewardship Program (COFSP)

Beginning April 1, 2009

PROJECT ELIGIBILITY POLICY and PROCEDURES
Welcome to the Canada-Ontario Farm Stewardship Program (COFSP), an environmental cost-share program available to agricultural
producers. Ontario producers who satisfy the program eligibility criteria may be eligible to apply to COFSP to gain cost share for the
implementation of environmental projects identified in their Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) Action Plans which have been deemed
appropriate through peer review. Cost-share opportunities offered through COFSP are designed to encourage the adoption of new Best
Management Practices (BMP) to reduce environmental risks. BMPs already practiced by the farm business are generally not eligible for
cost share. Specific terms and conditions apply; please read the policy and procedures, and the specific BMP category information
carefully. Some notable changes have been made from the 2008 project guideline document that served the earlier program.

Program Delivery

The Canada-Ontario EFP and the COFSP are administered by the Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) acting on behalf of the Ontario
Farm Environmental Coalition. OFA enlisted the Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association (OSCIA) to deliver the programs to
agricultural producers.

Consult the local OSCIA Program Representative or visit the OSCIA web site for information on scheduled EFP workshops and
clarification on the project eligibility policy and procedures contained in this booklet. The 28 categories of BMP projects outlined in this
document match those presented in the brochure titled ÓCanada-Ontario Farm Stewardship ProgramÓpublished April 2009.

All cost-share funds are available on a first come, first served basis up to the available annual funds for each year of the program.
Applicants must meet the program eligibility criteria and adhere to all program terms and conditions and project claim submission
deadlines to qualify for cost share.

For more information contact:
Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
Telephone: 1-800-265-9751 Fax: 519-826-4224
www.ontariosoilcrop.org
or the local OSCIA Program Representative

Both EFP and COFSP are funded through Growing Forward, supported by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) and the Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs (OMAFRA), under theBest Practices suite. Growing Forward supports thedevelopment
of best practices in four key areas: environment and climate change; food safety and traceability, business development; and
biosecurity. Participants are encouraged to develop strategies across all these areas to meet their business goals through a variety of
information sessions and workshops, as well as one-on-one training and technical assistance.
For more information on Growing Forward, please visit www.ontario.ca/growingforward.

Version 1.0 2009 - Program Year One
COFSP Project Eligibility Policy and Procedures - April 2009

The information presented is the best available at time of printing. Program policies may change without notice.
Check with the local OSCIA Program Representative or the OSCIA web site for applicable updates.
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Overview of Programs
Canada-Ontario Environmental Farm Plan (EFP) is a voluntary
educational program for farm families and is delivered through local
workshops. Participants are provided instruction on how to
progress through the Risk Assessment and Action Plan
development contained in the EFP workbook. The Risk Assessment
gives the opportunity to rate the current level of environmental
concern in up to 23 different areas on the farm. The EFP workbook
is available in hard copy or CD. The information contained in a
participantÕs EFP workbook is confidential and shall only be shared
and kept on record with OSCIA. To demonstrate a commitment of
continuous improvement in the agricultural sector, the government
and farm organization partners responsible for EFP support the
principle of requiring an individual EFP be updated every few years
as new editions of the EFP workbook come available, in order to
remain eligible for associated cost-share programs.

Canada-Ontario Farm Stewardship Program (COFSP) is a voluntary
cost-share program to encourage producers to improve
management of agricultural properties through the adoption of Best
Management Practices (BMP) that contribute to water and air
quality, improve soil productivity, enhance wildlife habitat, and result
in energy conservation. Cost share for specific COFSP categories is
set at either 30 per cent or 50 per cent, up to category caps. The
Growing Forward contribution per legal farm entity with a unique
Farm Business Registration Number (FBRN) for COFSP is $30,000;
however, restrictions apply in selected BMP categories and practice
codes. Details are included in ÒLimits of FundingÓ.

Growing Forward provides funding for one environmental cost-share
program between April 2009 and March 2013. The COFSP for 2009-
2013 combines many elements of the former program, plus
elements of Greencover Canada, and Canada-Ontario Water Supply
Expansion Program. The two aforementioned programs have not
been continued.

Glossary of Acronyms
Due to the sometimes complex nature of the cost-share program
and the need to minimize text, it is necessary to rely on acronyms.
Here is a reference list of some of the more frequently used
acronyms.

BMP Best Management Practice
CA Conservation Authority
CEAA Canadian Environmental Assessment Act
COFSP Canada-Ontario Farm Stewardship Program
EFP Canada-Ontario Environmental Farm Plan
FBRN Farm Business Registration Number
GF Growing Forward
GST/PST/HST Goods and Services Tax / Provincial Sales Tax /

Harmonized Sales Tax
OMAFRA Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural

Affairs
OSCIA Ontario Soil and Crop Improvement Association
PJAF Project Justification and Assurances Form
PPA Project Proposal Application

Eligibility
In order to be eligible for the cost-share program, a farm business
must satisfy these four criteria:

1. Be a Legal Farm Entity* and possess a valid Farm Business
Registration Number (FBRN) or equivalent; ***

2. Have an EFP deemed appropriate through peer review** ; and

3. Select a BMP from the eligible list that relates directly to an
action identified in their peer-reviewed EFP action plan, and
effectively moves a Ò1Óor Ò2Órating in the risk assessment
towards a Ò3Óor Ò4Ó(best) rating. If the farm business received
federal cost share during April 2005 through March 31, 2009 for
a project in one of the BMP categories now with restricted access
(See Limits of Support, Item #17 on page 4), it may not have an
opportunity to participate again with a similar project.

4. Project invoices with dates that precede attendance by the farm
business at an EFP Workshop (Day One) will not be eligible for
cost share; and all invoices for the approved project must comply
with the retroactive dates presented in Chart A on page 2.

*A Legal Farm Entity, for the purposes of COFSP is defined as a farm
business that is registered under the ÒFarm Registration and Farm
Organizations Funding Act, 1993Óand has a unique FBRN as
obtained through Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA), Christian
Farmers Federation of Ontario (CFFO), or National Farmers Union of
Ontario (NFU-O). A separate EFP must be developed and deemed
appropriate for each legal farm entity to be eligible for cost share.
Each legal farm entity must be actively engaged in the sector for
which the BMP category applies.

**Currently, the Third Edition EFP will be required. When the Fourth
Edition is introduced, farm businesses will be expected to update
their EFP within a specific time frame (to be determined) to remain
eligible for cost share.

***Any one of the following four options will be acceptable for
enrollment and application for cost-share opportunities.

1. Provide a valid FBRN.

2. Applicant can provide copy of a letter from the Farm Tax Property
Program stating their acceptance in the program.

3. Beginning farmers and those with actively farmed land can
provide copies of both:

The Property Assessment Notice from the Municipal Property
Assessment Corporation (MPAC) confirming the property is
classified as ÒFarm Taxable: FullÓ(eligible for the Farm Property
Class tax rate), or copy of the municipal tax bill declaring the
property as ÒFarm TaxableÓ.

AND

Proof of Individual Membership by the applicant in one of the
three General Farm Organizations (i.e. the Ontario Federation of
Agriculture, Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario, National
Farmers Union - Ontario).

4. If a farm business chooses not to have a FBRN for cultural or
religious reasons, they may furnish the following:

Religious Reasons- a copy of the Religious Exemption Letter, as
provided by the Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs Appeal Tribunal;

Cultural Reasons- First Nations producers farming on
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reservation lands may furnish a letter from the Indian
Agriculture Program of Ontario (IAPO) verifying the farm
business operates in the First Nations community.

NOTE:

i. An applicant cannot exercise two or more of the above
options in efforts to obtain multiple access to the program.

ii. An applicant may be required to provide further justification
if they had previously been part of a farm operation and
declared farm income.

iii. When submitting a FBRN on the Growing Forward Program
Enrollment form, please double check to ensure it is indeed
an FBRN and not some other business number.

iv. Proof of Individual Membership in a general farm
organization only, is not acceptable without demonstrating
full farm taxable status (see option #3).

Application Process
1. Complete an EFP Workbook and submit it for peer review

Applicants must complete or have completed a Canada-Ontario
Environmental Farm Plan and have it deemed appropriate
through peer review. Currently, the Third Edition EFP Workbook
(hardcopy or CD) will be required. When the Fourth Edition is
introduced, farm businesses will be expected to update their EFP
within a specific time frame (to be determined) to remain eligible
for cost share.

2. Forward an application

The application process occurs in two simple steps. First,
complete a Growing Forward Program Enrollment Form. This
form is available from OSCIA, and is used to gather basic
information about the farm business for both the environment
and business development program opportunities associated
with Growing Forward, and delivered by OSCIA. Once the
completed form is submitted to OSCIA, the farm business will be
enrolled, and will not be required to submit the same information
again if additional projects are proposed through OSCIA.

Second, complete an applicable Project Proposal Application
(PPA) form for the year you are seeking cost share for the
proposed project, and submit it to the local OSCIA Program
Representative. For Year One of the program (2009 crop year)
the 2009 PPA will be available in May. The project claim
submission deadline for all projects receiving approval for Year
One is January 15, 2010. For each of the subsequent program
years, the PPA availability and project claim submission deadline
dates will be as presented in Chart A.

Chart A - Critical Dates for COFSP

Participants must pay strict attention to the eligible invoice
dates, and the project claim submission deadline dates.
Allocated funds for approved project proposals will not be rolled
forward into the next program year; they will be forfeited. Only
BMPs identified in this booklet will be considered for cost share.

Most BMP categories require a specific information package that
includes a unique Project Justification and Assurances Form
(PJAF) to be completed to comply with requirements of the
Canadian Environmental Assessment Act (among other
conditions). Table 2 provides information on which PJAFapplies
to which BMP categories or practice codes. The individual PJAF
are available at the OSCIA web site (ontariosoilcrop.org) or from
the local OSCIA Program Representative. The PJAFmay also
include a detailed sketch plan which must be completed.

If the PJAFincludes a Project Design Information Sheet (e.g.
BMP category 11 and 12) it must be completed by a qualified
individual in accordance with OMAFRA Publication 832-
Agricultural Erosion Control Structures: A Design and
Construction Manual.

If the proposed project is in BMP category 10 - Upland and
Riparian Area Habitat Management, 11 - Erosion Control
Structures (Riparian), or 19 Shelterbelt Establishment, and the
producer requests the local Conservation Authority (CA) to
provide on-site technical assistance, the ÒTechnical AssistanceÓ
box on the appropriate PJAFmust also be completed to ensure
a $500 payment is allocated by OSCIA to the participating CA
through the COFSP. Final verification of the CA technical
contribution is made through special declaration by the farm
business on the project Claim Form.

Each proposed project from a different practice code must be
submitted on a separate Project Proposal Application. Please do
not combine several proposed projects in the same application.
Each PPA is preprinted with a unique number for tracking
purposes. When determining the total estimated cost of the
project, include accurate figures for all applicable materials,
services, equipment and in-kind contributions. Please be very
clear in your description. The OSCIA Program Representative
will review the application for completeness and eligibility, and
then forward it to the OSCIA Guelph office if they are satisfied
with the content. The local OSCIA Program RepresentativeÕs
signature verifies the application has been reviewed and is
considered complete, and the project corresponds to an action
identified in the peer reviewed EFP Action Plan. Project
approvals are granted by the OSCIA Guelph office only, and the
cost-share allocation will be based upon eligible items in the
original total cost estimate.

3. Obtain conditional approval

Depending on the project, OSCIA Guelph upon review of the
completed Project Proposal Application may grant final approval
to proceed or Òconditional approvalÓ. Notification of conditional
approval of funding will be provided in writing by OSCIA Guelph
and may include a request for further information about the
project through a specific Project Justification and Assurances
Form, or other required documentation (e.g. Support letter from
OMAFRA, Professional Engineer or Conservation Authority).

The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary permits
relating to the proposed project and for providing assurances as
required by OSCIA.

Program
Year

Crop
Year

Year One

Year Two

Year Three

Year Four

2009

2010

2011

2012

Date the
PPA will be
Available

Eligible
Invoice
Dates

June 15, 2009

Sept. 15, 2009

Sept. 15, 2010

Sept. 15, 2011

Apr. 1, 2008*

Sept. 15, 2009

Sept. 15, 2010

Sept. 15, 2011

Project Claim
Submission

Deadline Date
Jan. 15, 2010

Jan. 15, 2011

Jan. 15, 2012

Jan. 15, 2013

*Eligible invoice dates for BMPcategories22, 25, 26, and 27 in ProgramYear One is
April 1, 2009.
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If the applicant goes ahead with the project prior to receiving
final approval to proceed from OSCIA, they do so at the risk of
forfeiting the cost share if all terms and conditions are not
satisfied.

OSCIA will not accept additional Project Proposal Applications
once the total funding available for the particular program year
has been reached. Cost-share funding will be allocated on a
first-come first-served basis.

4. Receive final approval to proceed with the proposed project

Once the applicant has provided all the requested assurances to
OSCIA, an eligibility screening is conducted by OSCIA Guelph. If
successful, the applicant will be granted in writing from OSCIA
Guelph, final approval to proceed and a cost-share allocation will
be made based on the eligible components of the project cost
estimate provided by the applicant in the PPA. The approval
letter from OSCIA Guelph will include a ÒDetermination of
Available Cost ShareÓchart that will identify the status of the
application and the allocated cost-share amount in the program
year it is available. If the proposed project is eligible for
enhanced cost share through one or more of the other
environmental programs delivered by OSCIA, the allocation for
that too will be identified on the chart.

A pre-printed claim form for the approved allocation will be sent
to the local OSCIA Program Representative.

5. Arrange final inspection and submit the claim form for
payment

The applicant has until the project claim submission deadline for
the particular year of the program (See Chart A) to complete the
project, notify the OSCIA Program Representative and have the
final inspection conducted, and sign the claim form provided by
the OSCIA Representative.

Participants must plan the timing of projects very carefully to
ensure the specified deadline date to make a cost-share claim
can be met.

When the final project inspection is carried out, the OSCIA
Program Representative will:

¥ verify the project is complete and operational;

¥ collect copies of all eligible invoices (including an ÒIn-Kind
Claim DeclarationÓif applicable - see In-Kind Contribution
Policy on page 3);

¥ verify and collect copies of proof of payment for each invoice;
and

¥ if satisfied, sign off on the claim form recommending the
project for cost-share payment.

Proof of payment must be provided by one of the following
methods:

1. A full signature of the vendor alongside his/her printed name
on the invoice, and a notation which states Òpaid in fullÓ,

2. A copy of both sides of the cancelled cheque.

3. Credit card receipts are also acceptable proof of payment, as
are printed statements originating from banking institutions.

GST/PST/HST is not an eligible expense. The completed
claim form and copies of all invoices and proof of payments
will be submitted by the Program Representative to OSCIA
Guelph for review and processing.

OSCIA Guelph will issue the cost-share cheques for all eligible
projects. The monies received from environmental cost-share

programs are considered taxable income and an AGR-1 will be
issued for all projects by OSCIA Guelph and the amounts
reported to the Canada Revenue Agency.

Top-Loading the Program Contributions
Other cost-share programs may be available from government,
conservation agencies or environmental organizations to enhance
cost share for projects eligible in COFSP. Producers may choose to
apply to them to further reduce their financial commitment to a
specific BMP project. Combined cost-share funding from all sources
is not to exceed 100 per cent of the total eligible project costs under
any circumstances. Participants must declare all other cost-share
funding received for the project on the Claim Form provided by
OSCIA at time of final project inspection.

There is no separate application required for enhanced
environmental cost-share programs delivered by OSCIA. If the farm
business suspects the proposed project may be eligible for
enhanced cost share, it is strongly recommended they bring it to the
attention of the local OSCIA Program Representative for verification
at the time the PPA is submitted. If the project proves eligible, the
additional cost share will typically be issued by OSCIA at the same
time as the COFSP cost share. Some enhancement programs may
require additional documentation be filed by the participant before
the cost share is issued by OSCIA (e.g. Permission to Share
Information Form).

No assistance from any other program under the Growing Forward
Best Practices Suite may be applied to the expenses receiving a
cost-share payment under COFSP.

In-Kind Contribution Policy
The applicantÕs in-kind labour and equipment costs as supported by
an In-Kind Claim Declaration form and reported on the project claim
form for eligible categories, may be considered eligible for cost
share in addition to other eligible expenses for a project (within the
limits set by the program). Reasonable hours of labour invested by
the applicant, his/her dependents and business partner(s) may be
claimed. Costs associated with completing the EFP, project planning,
supervision, or administration, are not eligible for funding.

Eligible equipment costs are associated with equipment owned by
the applicant and considered essential to successfully implement the
approved project. Materials in a farmÕs inventory, or products
produced or available on the farm and contributed to the project by
the applicant, will not be considered as eligible in-kind
contributions. Materials will be seen as eligible project costs if there
are proper invoices and receipts from third party providers which
are in compliance with the retroactivity dates presented in Chart A
for the respective years of the program.

The maximum allowable labour rate is $20 per hour. OSCIA will
make final determination on what a reasonable rate is and for the
number of hours claimed, based on the BMP being implemented
and the nature of the work performed.

The maximum allowable in-kind equipment rate for a tractor and
implement is $50 for each hour of operation. This rate cannot be
increased for heavy excavation equipment. Applicable in-kind
operator charges may be claimed in addition to the in-kind
equipment rate, at up to the accepted maximum hourly rate.

If a farm business plans to claim for in-kind contributions, accurate
estimates must be reflected in the total project cost submitted with
the Project Proposal Application (PPA). If actual final project costs
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exceed the original estimate, there is absolutely no obligation by
OSCIA to extend cost share to the additional costs.

When making a project claim for in-kind contributions, the figure
added to the Claim Form must be supported by an In-Kind Claim
Declaration form which details specific hours worked, dates the
work was performed, and the hourly rate(s) charged. The In-Kind
Claim Declaration may be obtained from www.ontariosoilcrop.org or
from an OSCIA Program Representative. Eligible in-kind
contributions will be considered equivalent to cash payments for
purchased goods and services. As such, the cost share for the
specific project category (i.e. 30 per cent or 50 per cent depending
on the BMP category) will also be applied to the eligible in-kind
contributions for the project when calculating the final GFcost-share
contribution for the completed project.

i In-Kind Contributions up to and including $1,500

Total in-kind contribution funding requests that are less than or
equal to $1,500 will be accepted and processed by OSCIA
provided that the charges appear reasonable and are
documented on the In-Kind Claim Declaration. The applicantÕs
signature on the claim form declares that the information
contained in the claim, is true and accurate.

ii. In-Kind Contributions exceeding $1,500

In the event that the total in-kind labour and equipment
contributions combined for a project exceed $1,500, the
maximum amount of in-kind contributions eligible for claim will
be limited to the typical cost of the activity or service as if it had
been provided through the private sector (at program-accepted
rates). The applicant will be required to submit to OSCIA at the
time of final project inspection, two signed, detailed quotes from
reputable third-party contractors for equivalent work or services.
It is imperative that the component of the project the applicant
completed with their own labour and equipment is itemized in
the quotations.

Total hours and hourly rates must be detailed by the contractors
in the quotes. The average of the two quoted costs will generally
be used to determine the maximum amount of the applicantÕs
eligible in-kind contribution for the particular work done on the
project; however, the allowable program in-kind labour and
equipment rates will be applied to all eligible in-kind
contributions. If a contractorÕs quoted rate for labour or
equipment exceeds the program maximum, the program rates
(i.e. up to $20 per hour for labour and up to $50 per hour for
eligible equipment) will be applied to the quoted hours to
determine the cost for equivalent work or services

Limits of Funding
1. The GFcost share may be utilized by eligible producers for

approved BMP projects on farm properties owned, rented,
leased or otherwise under their control.

2. Cost-share opportunities offered through COFSP are designed to
encourage the adoption of new BMPs to reduce environmental
risks identified in the EFP action plan prepared by the farm
business. BMPs already practiced by the farm business are
generally not eligible for cost share.

3. The maximum GFcontribution a farm business may receive
through COFSP between April 1, 2009 and March 31, 2013 is
$30,000.

4. Under no circumstances can the GFcost share through COFSP
be used to support production expansion. If new or improved

facilities are constructed to facilitate expanded production (e.g.
manure storage, manure treatment systems, etc.) the eligible
costs will be proportionately reduced to the amount required to
implement the BMP for the level of production which existed on-
site on April 1, 2008. In most circumstances, all components of
new or expanded facilities will be deemed ineligible for cost
share.

5. Stacking of GFcontributions towards the same project by two or
more farm businesses is not permissible.

6. Producers are entirely responsible for securing all necessary
approvals and permits for the proposed project before starting
construction, and complying with all applicable municipal bylaws
and provincial or federal regulations. OSCIA reserves the right to
require evidence of permits obtained as a condition of issuing
project cost share.

7. To make a cost-share claim on an approved project, the date of
submission must comply with the deadline for the particular
program year presented in Chart A; and the project must be
complete and operational. OSCIA cannot issue cost-share
payments for incomplete projects.

8. Where cost-share opportunities are top-loaded with
enhancement programs delivered by OSCIA, the specific policy
and procedures of one funding program may affect cost-share
opportunities available to a particular project in another.

9. Only invoices from vendors or service providers directly
engaged in the business reflected in the item or service
purchased in accordance with the approved Project Proposal
Application, will be accepted with the project claim.

10. All invoices that support materials or services provided to a
project must originate with companies or individuals not in any
way associated through ownership with the farm business
making the project claim.

11. Under no circumstances can an invoice submitted to OSCIA to
support a project claim made between April 2008 and March 31,
2009, be used again to support a separate project claim after
April 1, 2009.

12. OSCIA reserves the right to require additional documentation
and ultimately accept or reject submitted project invoices and
proof of payment for cost-share consideration.

13. Approved projects are only to be used for the sole purpose as
intended (e.g., relying on covered solid manure storage
periodically for housing livestock or feed storage is not
permissible).

14. A single project may receive cost share from one BMP category
only. Multiple categories cannot be accessed for the project in
efforts to maximize Growing Forward contributions.

15. The farm business shall ensure that the maximum level of total
cost-share assistance from all sources, including other
government or non-government programs, for eligible expenses
shall not exceed 100 per cent. The farm business is required to
reveal at the time the claim is submitted, all other sources of
funding for eligible project expenses.

16. No assistance from any other program under the Growing
Forward Initiative may be applied to the expenses receiving a
cost-share payment under COFSP.

17. If OSCIA records reveal a farm business received federal cost-
share funding for the following types of projects from the
previous COFSP between April 2005 through March 31, 2009,
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repeated participation in the same (or replacement) practice
code from April 1, 2009 through January 15, 2013 will be
limited as indicated. The COFSP is intended to support the
adoption of technology that is new to the farm business and in
accordance with the individual EFP Action Plan. The COFSP is
not to support expanded acreage or production. Similarly, the
cost share is not to be used to upgrade equipment or replace
worn out components.

i. Manure Land Application projects (includes specialized
modifications to equipment for improved application of
livestock manures in former BMP category 03). If the farm
business received $1,500 or less in total federal cost share
for all projects in practice code 0301 through the previous
program, they are entitled to participate in the new practice
code 0301 to the category cap. If the farm business received
greater than $1,500 in federal contribution in practice code
0301 through the previous program, they are not entitled to
receive any additional GFcost share in practice code 0301 in
the new program.

ii. Improved Cropping Systems (includes modification on
seeding equipment and fertilizer applicators for no-till and
other low soil disturbance operations; this included practice
code 1401 in former BMP category 14). If the farm business
received $1,500 or less in total federal cost share for all
projects in this practice code through the previous program,
they are entitled to participate in any practice code(s) in the
new category 14 to the category cap. If the farm business
received greater than $1,500 in federal contribution through
the previous program for all projects in practice code 1401,
they are not entitled to receive additional GFcost share in
practice code 1401 in the new program.

iii. GPS Precision Farming (includes all precision farming
applications including data collection monitors, mapping
software, guidance systems, and rate controllers; this
included practice code 1403 in former BMP category 14, and

part of practice code 1601 in category 16). If the farm
business received $1,500 or less in total federal cost share
for all projects in this grouping of practice codes through the
previous program, they are entitled to participate in any
practice code(s) in the new category 13 to the category
caps. If the farm business received greater than $1,500 in
federal contribution through the previous program for all
precision farming projects in practice codes 1403 and 1601,
they are not entitled to receive additional GFcost share in
category 13 in the new program.

iv. Irrigation Management (includes irrigation equipment
modification/improvement to increase water efficiency or
nutrient use efficiency of existing systems, as well as
backflow prevention measures, and improved irrigation
intake systems in former BMP category 18). If the farm
business received $1,500 or less in total federal cost share
for all projects in category 18 through the previous program,
they are entitled to participate in the new category 18 to the
category cap. If the farm business received greater than
$1,500 in federal contribution through the previous program
in category 18, they are not entitled to receive any additional
GFcost share in category 18 in the new program.

18. Across all BMP categories, GST, PST, and HST are not an
eligible expense.

19. Hand and power tools and attachments, are not eligible for cost
share. Maintenance and extended warranties are not eligible.

20. Specific information packages have been prepared for most
BMP categories. The applicable Project Justification and
Assurances Form, project design information sheet, and all other
supporting documentation required for the BMP category or
practice code, must be completed in entirety, signed and
submitted to OSCIA before approval to proceed with the
proposed project will be granted.
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Table 1: Description of Eligible and Ineligible Items by Category and Practice Code
Canada-Ontario Farm Stewardship Program (COFSP)

Category
Code,

Cost Share,
and

Funding Cap

BMP Category

Pract ice
Code/

(PJAF)
Eligible BMPs & Costs Ineligible BMPs & Costs

01

30% to
$30,000

0101
(A or
A1)

Improved Manure
Storage and Handling

Projects must increase
the volume of permanent
storage. Applicants must
demonstrate that storages
meet the MSTOR sizing
requirements of section
69 of Ontario Regulation
267/03 as amended. The
cost share will generally
apply to the portion of the
storage required to handle
240 days volume of
manure up to barn
capacity on April 1, 2008.

In most circumstances, all
components of new or
expanded facilities may be
deemed ineligible for cost
share.

All applications for
manure storage must be
accompanied by a
complete ÔRecord of
ApprovalÕprovided by
OMAFRA including the
MSTOR printouts and the
ÔOverview of the
OperationÕ; OR, for
projects not requiring a
NMS or NMP a letter of
support from an OMAFRA
Environmental Specialist
or Engineer that
demonstrates both the
appropriateness of the
storage size and that the
storage is for livestock
that were on the farm as
of April 1 2008.

Manure storages for
expanded livestock
numbers since April 1,
2008 are not supported
by cost share.

Increased storage to meet winter spreading restrictions
(including satellite storage)
Liquid Manure Storage
¥ Concrete or steel circular tanks
¥ Concrete rectangular including in-barn (below barn)
¥ Earthen storages
¥ Separate runoff storages
¥ Combination liquid manure and runoff storages
¥ Storage component of manure treatment system
¥ Safety features (e.g. fences)
¥ Liners
Site investigation and consultative work
¥ Assessment
¥ Design
¥ Construction
Manure transfer systems
¥ Equipment for moving manure from edge of the barn

or livestock holding area to the manure storage
¥ Equipment for moving manure between adjacent

storage
¥ Agitation pumps and props
¥ Decommissioning of unsafe storages upon

recommendation of an engineer, if part of a new
replacement storage project

0102
(A1)

Improved features to prevent risks of water
contamination (leaks, spills)
¥ Storage liners
¥ Primary and secondary devices to prevent back-

siphoning
¥ Secondary containment
¥ Tile drain removal in vicinity of manure storages

0103
(A1)

Slurry storage covers to reduce odours and greenhouse
gas emissions and liquid volume

0104
(A or
A1)

Containment systems for solid manure (includes covers)
Solid Manure Storage Systems
¥ Permanent covers
¥ Retention walls
¥ Roofs, supporting structures and floors including

impermeable bases
¥ Safety features (e.g. fences)
¥ Solid manure storages with separate runoff control or

management system (e.g. liquid storage, constructed
wetland designed by a professional engineer, vegetated
filter strip system designed by a professional engineer,
or flow path )

¥ 3-walled pad with runoff management
¥ Decommissioning of unsafe storages upon

recommendation of an engineer, if part of a new
replacement storage project

Manure transfer systems
¥ Mechanical collection and transfer systems to replace

flush systems
¥ Belt collection systems for poultry barns to reduce

liquid content of manure
¥ Equipment for moving semi-solid manure from the

edge of the barn to the manure storage

¥ In-field temporary storage systems
¥ Repair and maintenance of existing

storage systems and manure
handling equipment

¥ Transfer systems between storages
on separately deeded properties

¥ Equipment to move manure from
storage to field

¥ Direct transfer systems from
storage to field

¥ Feed and feed rations to reduce
manure nutrient levels or to
improve feed efficiencies

¥ Manure storage additives and
related technologies

¥ Legal fees and land purchase or
rental

¥ Transportation costs of exported
manure or local haulage of manure

¥ Storage tank aeration systems
¥ Decommissioning of manure

storage that is not part of an
improved, cost shared storage
project

¥ Manure collection systems (e.g.
slatted floors)

¥ Conventional farm equipment (e.g.
tractors with buckets, skidsteer
loaders)

¥ Cost share does not apply to new
or expanding facilities

¥ Housing of livestock, or storage of
feedstuffs and/or machinery in
manure storage facility

¥ Electrical services

Table 1 presents category-specific eligible costs and ineligible costs. Some categories contain multiple practice code descriptions. Applicants must adhere to
what has been identified as eligible. If the applicantÕs proposed project is not identified on the category list of eligible Best Management Practices, it will not
be supported through the program. Similarly, technologies which have not yet been satisfactorily proven to the discretion of both AAFCand OMAFRA
program partners will not be supported through the cost-share programs. Where Project Justification and Assurances Forms (PJAF) are required, a link is
provided to the appropriate forms. All PJAFs are available at the OSCIA web site.
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02

30% to
$30,000

0201
(C)

Manure Treatment
Construction of
composting facilities must
meet thecomposting
process section of theMOE
guidelines entitled ÒInterim
Guidelines for the
Production and Useof
Aerobic Compost in
Ontario, November 2004Ó.
Unit to bedesigned,
constructed and operated
according to OMAFRA
guidelines. On-farm
anaerobic digester systems
shall:
a. haveany permanent

structures for containing
materials that meet Ont.
Reg. 267/03, Part VIII,
Siting and Construction
Standards;

b. haveablended
incoming material with
total volatileorganic
solids less than 4.5
kg/day/m3 of digester
capacity, or have
documentation from a
Professional Engineer
stating the
recommended volatile
organic solids loading;

c. haveaminimum
averageretention time
of 20 days, or have
documentation from a
Professional Engineer
stating arecommended
averageretention time;

d. operateat 35 degreeC
minimum;

e. collect thebiogas
generated;

f. haveagas combustion
system for thebiogas
generated;

g. haveaflare if thegas
combustion system
does not havesurplus
capacity of 10%.

Dewatering systems, nutrient recovery systems

¥ On-farm solid-liquid separation
¥ On-farm liquid concentration systems using

flocculants, membranes or other suitable technology

0105
(H)

Assessment and monitoring of existing manure storage
infrastructure

¥ Piezometers and tile observation wells for monitoring,
when tile removal is not feasible

¥ Professional engineering service to determine
structural integrity of storage

0202
(C)

Composting of manure

¥ In-vessel systems and turners
¥ Pads, walls, covers, biofilters and containment

structures for the compost area
¥ Specialized and dedicated compost equipment
¥ Windrow turners, windrow covers, and cover lifters
¥ Professional costs directly related to the design,

construction and installation of eligible technology

¥ Repair and maintenance of manure
treatment systems and equipment

¥ Feed & feed rations to reduce
manure nutrient levels or to
improve feed efficiencies

¥ Manure storage additives and
related technology

¥ Conventional farm equipment (e.g.
tractors with buckets, skidsteer
loaders)

¥ Incineration units
¥ Packaging or bagging of compost
¥ Generators and electrical equipment

0203
(C)

Anaerobic digester systems

¥ Pads, walls, covers, biofilters and containment
structures for the digester area

¥ Specialized and dedicated digester equipment
¥ Professional costs directly related to the design,

construction and installation of eligible technology

¥ Conversion of liquid system to solid manure (e.g.
floor-slat closure and conversion to mechanical
collection and transfer system)

Category
Code,

Cost Share,
and

Funding Cap

Pract ice
Code/

(PJAF)



Ð8Ð

BMP Category Eligible BMPs & Costs Ineligible BMPs & Costs

04

30% to
$15,000

0401In Barn Improvements
for Water Efficiency

Projects in this category
support the reduction of
overall manure storage
volume required.
Producer must
substantiate claims of
water reduction. Savings
in the order of 20%
would be required in
support of a project in
this category.

More efficient livestock watering devices and cleanout
systems to reduce water use and decrease manure
volumes.
¥ Specialized components of water saving devices
¥ Conversion from dry feeders to wet-dry feeders
¥ Washwater recycling systems used to flush manure
¥ Mechanical or electronic control systems for water

management
¥ Watering devices that demonstrate significant water

saving over industry standard equipment (e.g. ball bite
drinkers and bowls for hogs, low flow cups or bowls
to replace fountains for poultry, and frost free
fountains for cattle)

¥ Technical assessment of current watering or
collection/transfer system

¥ Professional costs directly related to the design,
construction and installation of eligible technology

¥ Tractors with buckets, skidsteer
loaders

¥ Conversion to liquid feeding
systems

¥ Pressure washers
¥ Repair and maintenance of manure

collection and transfer systems and
equipment

¥ Water troughs (although control
systems may be eligible)

¥ Water supply lines
¥ Medication components
¥ Winches cables and other

components not integral to the
water saving components

03

30% to
$10,000

0301Manure Land Application

(See item #17 in Limits
of Funding)

Specialized modifications to equipment for improved
manure application.

¥ Conversion of existing application equipment or the
components of new equipment required to convert to a
direct injection, below canopy, incorporation or pre-
tillage methods

¥ Injector openers (e.g. coulters)
¥ Air pumps to facilitate proper emptying of manure pipe

systems
¥ Hoses and delivery system on injectors
¥ Frame to support the openers
¥ Spreader tank agitator to keep the solids in suspension
¥ Hitched attachments, splash plate, injectors
¥ Low trajectory irrigation equipment, boom applicator
¥ Rate monitors, sensors and flow meters on liquid

manure equipment
¥ Scales if used to weigh solid manure spreading

equipment as it goes to the field
¥ Modifications to make existing spreading units operate

at lower rates as specified in the applicantÕs nutrient
management plan (e.g. vertical beater systems)

¥ Slurry guards on box spreaders to prevent spillage
¥ Remote shut-off devices for direct-flow liquid manure

application systems
¥ Inlet control valves, monitoring equipment, sentinel

tiles, tile outlet markers for detecting and preventing
manure from moving into tile drains

¥ Modifications to manure spreaders to allow tire
pressures to be adjusted at the field edge to minimize
compaction

¥ Modifications or components of
equipment other than manure
application or grain transport
equipment

¥ Manure delivery or drag hose
systems

¥ Complete units of manure
application equipment (e.g. tankers
and farm vehicles with tankers, box
spreaders or other complete units
for solid manure application)

¥ Equipment to move manure from
storage to field

¥ Direct transfer systems from
storage to field

¥ Separate pass cultivation unit or
incorporation equipment (e.g.
aeration tillage unit) that is not part
of the injection unit

¥ Repair and maintenance of manure
application systems and equipment

¥ Custom application of manure
¥ Transportation costs of exported

manure or local haulage of manure
¥ Tires

05

50% to
$20,000

0501
(D1)

Farmyard and
Horticultural Facilities
Runoff Control

BMPs associated with
reducing or controlling
runoff from existing
livestock yards must meet
the requirements of
section 81 of Ontario
Regulation 267/03, as
amended. Eligible BMPs
are also applicable to
greenhouses and
container nursery
operations.

Upstream diversion around existing farmyards, existing
greenhouse and container nursery operations; includes
downstream protection (e.g. catch basins, storage for
runoff, constructed wetlands).
¥ Berms and upstream diversions
¥ Constructed windbreak and snow fence
¥ Terraces (plus associated tile outlet system)
¥ Surface inlet (catch basin)
¥ Eaves troughs on agricultural buildings to divert clean

water from livestock yards, manure storage or
container nursery yards (water diverted to
underground piping should be equipped with debris
diversion screens)

¥ Downstream protection

¥ Roofing for container nursery yards
¥ Repair and maintenance of runoff

control systems and equipment
¥ Runoff control for new buildings or

sites
¥ Runoff control on outdoor sites

where livestock are confined inside
¥ Eaves troughs not associated with

reducing or controlling runoff from
existing livestock yards or container
nursery yards (e.g. pig or poultry
barns with contained storage where
runoff is not likely to enter the
storage)

Category
Code,

Cost Share,
and

Funding Cap

Pract ice
Code/

(PJAF)
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If part of the yard is to be
a roofed solid manure
storage, then cost share
must be accessed using
Category 01- Improved
Manure Storage and
Handling.

Extensive yard upgrade
projects and all covered
yards must be
accompanied by a support
letter from an OMAFRA
Environmental Specialist
confirming the proposed
project will make
significant environmental
improvements.

¥ Storage for runoff (e.g. earth, concrete)
¥ Constructed wetlands designed by a professional

engineer
¥ Vegetative filter strip systems designed by a

professional engineer
¥ Flow paths
¥ Observation and shut off stations
¥ Site investigation and hydrogeological assessment,

design and supervision of construction, and costs to
obtain Ontario Ministry of Environment approval for
installation of structures (where applicable)

¥ Runoff diversion from livestock yards
¥ Impermeable surfaces and curb walls (maximum

height 0.6 metres above grade) on livestock yards or
container nursery yards to direct runoff to storage or
treatment areas (e.g. concrete)

¥ Silage leachate collection, transfer and storage
systems

¥ Transfer systems for runoff collection to storage
¥ Removal and/or plugging of tile drains within 15

metres of livestock facilities, or greenhouses or
container nursery operations, or constructed wetlands,
or vegetated filter strip systems, or flow paths

¥ Professional costs directly related to the design,
construction and installation of eligible technology

¥ New barns
¥ Electrical components that may be

part of a roofed livestock yard
¥ Costs associated with feed bunks,

water bowls, walls, bedding mats,
penning or stalls and electrical
components that may be part of a
roofed livestock yard

06

50% to
$30,000

0601
(U)

Relocation of Livestock
Confinement and
Horticultural Facilities
from Riparian Areas

Outdoor Confinement Area
projects for livestock must
meet the requirements of
Part VII of Ontario
Regulation 267/03, as
amended. Removal /
demolition of the former
structure will be a
condition of relocation
assistance.

For all projects expert
assurances must be
provided to OSCIA
regarding environmental
justification for the
relocation of buildings.

Relocation of existing livestock confinement facilities such
as barns, corrals, paddocks and wintering sites away from
riparian and other very environmentally sensitive areas
with equivalent facilities at a more suitable location
¥ Engineering and environmental permit costs,

site/geotechnical investigation
¥ Replacement of existing site construction with one of

equivalent size and purpose:
¥ Buildings, corrals, confinement surface areas
¥ Water runoff transfer systems
¥ Water system changes
¥ Electrical and gas system changes
¥ Load-bearing, impermeable surfaces - concrete or

compaction/geo-textiles
¥ Access lanes
¥ Demolition/decommissioning of old buildings and

systems in riparian areas as part of a new relocation
project:
¥ Revegetation of bare ground
¥ Tile drain removal or plugging

¥ Bedding costs
¥ Modifications to new buildings
¥ Extensive upgrade to facilities as

part of the relocation
¥ Primary livestock housing where

none existed

0502
(D2 or
D3)

Category
Code,

Cost Share,
and

Funding Cap

Pract ice
Code/

(PJAF)

Construction of impermeable base and/or roof for
minimizing runoff from livestock pen areas and
confinement areas
¥ This practice may be funded if other water related

issues, such as diversion of upslope water, runoff
control and impermeable surfaces are being
addressed at the same time

¥ The expectation is that the entire yard will be covered
and the proposed project will ensure that all
contaminated runoff is contained or managed

¥ Extensive yard upgrade projects and all covered yards
must be accompanied by a support letter from an
OMAFRAEnvironmental Specialist or Professional
Engineer confirming the proposed will make
significant environmental improvements

05

50% to
$20,000
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0602
(U)

Relocation of horticultural facilities such as greenhouses
and container nurseries from riparian and other very
environmentally sensitive areas
¥ Engineering and environmental permit costs,

site/geotechnical investigation
¥ Replacement of existing site construction with one of

equivalent size and purpose:
¥ Greenhouses
¥ Load-bearing, impermeable surfaces (e.g. concrete

or compaction/geo-textiles)
¥ Water runoff transfer systems
¥ Water and irrigation system changes
¥ Electrical and gas system changes
¥ Access lanes

¥ Demolition/decommissioning of old buildings and
systems in riparian areas as part of a new relocation
project:
¥ Re-vegetation of bare ground
¥ Tile drain removal or plugging

07

50% to
$15,000

0701
(E)

Wintering Site Pasture
Management
Projects in this category
support changes to
existing winter site
management for livestock
in the areas of shelter,
water supply, winter site
field access and fences to
reduce the build-up, or
off-site transport of
nutrients and pathogens.

Shelterbelt establishment
¥ Site preparation
¥ Planting and establishment costs for the year of

planting
¥ Weed control systems
¥ Fencing to prevent livestock damage
¥ Tree guards

0702
(E)

Portable shelters, mechanical and natural windbreaks

¥ Wintering sites in riparian areas
¥ Permanent structures
¥ Perimeter fencing
¥ Permanent fencing in excess of

$11.50 per metre, inclusive of all
costs including in-kind

¥ Tree and shrub planting and
establishment costs in excess of
$50 per tree, inclusive of all costs
including in-kind

¥ Primary livestock housing where
none existed

¥ Feed bunks and loading chutes

0703
(E)

Alternative watering systems
¥ For wintering site water supply
¥ Solar, wind, grid line or alternative power, waterline

from well, pipeline materials, pumps, troughs, floats

Category
Code,

Cost Share,
and

Funding Cap

Pract ice
Code/

(PJAF)

¥ Pro-rating (providing
cost share on a
portion) of projects
where facilities are
upgraded would be
negotiated on a case by
case basis

0704
(E)

Field access improvements for wintering site pasture
management
¥ Alleyway/access lane upgrades

0705
(E)

Fence modifications
¥ Specific to the improved wintering site

08

30% to
$15,000

0801
(G)

Product & Waste
Management

Projects in this category
support improvements to
on-farm storage, handling,
and disposal of potentially
hazardous products and
non-manure materials.
Projects must be built or
improved in full
compliance with
regulations (e.g. Liquid
Fuels Handling Code,
Pesticide Act).

Construction of
composting facilities must
meet the composting
process section of the
MOEguidelines entitled
ÒInterim Guidelines for the
Production and Use of

Improvements to permanent on-farm storage and
handling of agricultural products (e.g. pesticides and
petroleum products)
Modification of liquid or dry fertilizer facilities:
¥ Berms for secondary containment of existing liquid or

dry fertilizer storage (Applicant must demonstrate with
site sketch and description the appropriateness of the
proposed project for the existing operation)

Modification of pesticide storage:
¥ Ventilation equipment
¥ Containment
¥ Security
¥ Mixing/loading and clean up systems
Modification or construction of improved fuel storage
facilities for on-farm vehicles, barn/greenhouse heating
and generators:
¥ Tanks
¥ Fuel Pumps
¥ Gauges

¥ Pumps for fertilizer or pesticide
storages

¥ Heating fuel storages for domestic,
office or bunkhouse use

¥ Personal safety equipment such as
gloves or breathing helmets

¥ Portable storage tanks
¥ New liquid or dry fertilizer storage
¥ Septic systems
¥ Cost of equipment operation and

maintenance
¥ Conventional farm equipment used

in composting process (e.g.
tractors with buckets, skidsteer
loaders)

¥ Purchases of additives or other
feedstock to supplement raw
agricultural by-products

¥ Cost of transporting agricultural by-
products or finished compost
product from or to another location

kpierson
Highlight

kpierson
Highlight

kpierson
Highlight

kpierson
Highlight


































